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STADIS /////////////////////////////////// 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ICNAF. EFIS, PFOR' P/.OS, UK 

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT ICNAF ANNUAL MEETING 

REF: STATE 98302 

1 . PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE OF VENUE AND OPTIONS PAPER 
PREPARED BY MARINE AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT FCO HAVE 
BEEN SENT TO SECRETARY OF STATE CROSLAND FOR HIS 
ATTENTION ON ARRIVAL TOKYO TODAY. CROSLAND BEING ASKED 
MAKE FINAL DECISION IN LIGHT OF SECRETARY KISSINGER'S 
PERSONAL APPROACH. 

2. MARINE AND TRANSPORT OFFICIALS DOUBT US PROPOSAL 
WILL SUCCEED OWINQ TO COMPOSITION OF ICNAF MEMBERSHIP 
(HEAVILY COMMUNIST) AND DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED WITH 
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CHANGING VENU.E AT THIS LATE DATE. OFFICIALS DECLINED TO 
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COMMENT ON OPTIONS PAOER BUT WE MUST ASSUME THEIR 
SKEPTICISM WILL COLOR ITS COMBOSITION AND PRESENTATION. 

3. MARINE AND TRANSPORT OFFICIALS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT IF 
IT IS NOT BOSSIBLE TO CHANGE VENUE, US MIGHT RECONSIDER 
ATTENDANCE. THEY STATED FCO WOULD BE HAPPY TO PROVIDE 
US DEL OR OBSERVERS WITH SECURE STORAGE AND COMMUNICA- 
TIONS FACILITIES. 

ARMSTRONG 
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